
Create. Challenge. Explore.

GRADES K-10
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9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

June 11-15, 2018
Princeton Middle School

*School lunch provided at no cost
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A
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                      Advanced Academics Academy
            Summer 2018 Enrichment Course Guide

Registration Opens: March 23rd

REGISTER EARLY, classes will fill!

Registration Deadline: May 18th



Welcome to A3: The Place for Summer Fun! 

We are looking forward to offering a brand new opportunity to families for the summer called 
A3 or Advanced Academics Academy. The week-long day camp consists of enrichment classes 
designed by Princeton Public School’s very own teachers. These classes offer unique learning 
experiences not usually available during the regular school year. Our fifteen instructors have 
designed classes in their area of expertise to provide students with a summer experience that 
is sure to be fun, educational, and memorable for years to come.

All classes will be held during the week of June 11-15, 2018, at Princeton Middle School and 
will be full day sessions, running from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. If you need student supervision 
before or after the scheduled A3 times, we have arranged a special rate ($10/day) with our 
Tiger Club, which is open from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Please note if you will be using this 
service when you register. Due to the full day schedule, students may either pack a cold lunch 
or participate in the free summer lunch program offered on site.

You can view the classes we are offering in the following pages. I wish I could be a student 
in every one of them! Registration will open on March 23, 2018, through our Community 
Education website. Classes are open to any student who meets the age requirement. Class 
sizes are limited to 18 students so be sure to register early to get the one you want!

We are thrilled to be offering a new summer opportunity for Princeton families and can’t wait 
to meet our first group of A3 campers! 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns,

Samantha Heitke: District Coordinator of Advanced Academics
samantha.heitke@isd477.org or (763) 389-7185

ALL A3 COURSES WILL TAKE PLACE:
Monday - Friday, June 11-15, 2018

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Princeton Middle School

REGISTER through Princeton Community Education
 ONLINE: isd477.org/community-education
 BY PHONE: (763) 389-4789

$195 per class, some classes may have an additional materials fee.
*Free and reduced scholarships accepted, additional costs and supplies not included with scholarship.



Anything But Ordinary
Grades 2-3

Do you love to design and create? Do you love to conduct science experiments? Do you love to ask questions and try 
new things? From designing your own new creature and its habitat to creating bubbles a person could stand inside of 
to designing and creating your own marble run and video game, this is the class for you! We will finish our week of 
exploring and learning with a visit from The Works Museum: Engineering Fun and an Open House event where you can 
share your creations with your friends and family. In this class the one thing you can expect is the unexpected! Come 
explore the scientist, artist and engineer in you!
Note: We would also LOVE any donations of the following items to help enrich our class designs: paper towel rolls, cotton balls, string or yarn, masking 
tape, marbles, pipe cleaners, toothpicks, buttons, newspapers, cardboard or anything else that we can use to spark our creativity!

Middle School Room 805 Extra Costs or Supplies: $20

Let’s Go to Spain!
Grades K-1

Why stop at learning the Spanish language? Take this chance to learn about Spanish culture, musicians from Spain, 
painters and more! We will be playing popular Spanish games, making a mask and lantern, and possibly taking a virtual 
tour of Spanish sites. This class will be challenging students imagination and we will be improving our Spanish speaking 
skills. The culture of Spain is rich in experiential learning and you will get a taste of what other countries have to offer.  
*This class is recommended for students in the Princeton Spanish Immersion program but all kids are welcome!

Middle School Room 801 Extra Costs or Supplies: $0

Primary Coding Adventure
Grades K-1

Students will create graphic-visual algorithms (sets of instructions) to move a character through a maze, solve jigsaw 
puzzles, and write programs using loops. Students will use iPads along with helping one another to solve problems.  
Students will have activities that are unplugged (no iPad) to build a marshmallow structure as a foundation. Students 
will learn about internet safety and develop a strong foundation in coding. 

Middle School Room 804 Extra Costs or Supplies: $0

Instructor: Carmen Segade, Kindergarten Spanish Immersion Teacher at Princeton Primary School
Mrs. Segade is a native Spanish speaker from Alcoy, a city near the Mediterranean coast of Spain. She loves travelling, 

reading, coloring and having fun with her family. She now lives in Princeton with her husband and two boys, ages 9 and 
11. Her goals for this class are to get the kids to experience Spanish culture while learning the language and having fun.

Instructor: Lisa Swedzinski, First Grade Teacher at Princeton Primary School
Mrs. Swedzinski enjoys helping students love to learn by working together to code using plugged and unplugged 

activities. She took a class last summer on Code.org and is looking forward to helping primary students learn to code. 
She enjoys running, swimming and reading. She is married to Marlo and has a son named Christopher, a daughter named 

Samantha, and a dog named Eefa.

Instructor: Nicole Walerius, 3rd Grade Teacher at Princeton Intermediate School
Mrs. Walerius has been a teacher for fifteen years and has taught 3rd grade in Princeton for ten years. She has a 

Bachelor’s Degree from Northwestern University in Elementary Education and a Minor in Pre Primary and a Masters 
Degree from St. Mary’s In Teaching and Learning. She is excited to have the opportunity to work with your child this 

summer as he/she explores and creates. This class is modeled after a favorite class she herself took many years ago as a 
2nd grader and also uses ideas from her own classroom.



BizWorld: Entrepreneurship and Business
Grades 3-5

In this project-based learning program, students experience the basics of entrepreneurship, business, and finance. 
Teams will start their own company, meet with venture capitalists to acquire funding, and participate in a culminating 
Sales Bazaar where students will “sell” their products to earn a BizBucks profit.  Throughout the program, students will 
be utilizing leadership, math, and communication skills.

Middle School Room 803 Extra Costs or Supplies: $10

Picasso, da Vinci, and Monet, OH MY!
Grades 2-3

Do you love painting, drawing, sketching, and clay? Upgrade your doodles by taking this summer class. Each morning 
and afternoon, we will explore the life and work of a different famous artist. We will cover the very popular and the 
more secret artists of days past. Spend the week immersed in art history and technique with other aspiring artists. We 
will be working with many different art mediums including papers, liquid watercolors, Tempera paints, oil pastels, and 
markers. Unleash your inner artist!

Middle School Art Room B117 Extra Costs or Supplies: $10

Becoming a Naturalist in the Outdoor Classroom
Grades 3-4

Enjoy the great outdoors while becoming a naturalist!  Students will apply math, science, writing and reading skills 
while becoming naturalists in an outdoor classroom. We will explore outside and record our outdoor discoveries in a 
nature journal. With the help of experts in our community, we will learn about famous naturalists, birds in our back-
yard, pond water invertebrates, invasive worms, trees and simple nature drawing techniques. Two trips are planned to 
explore the nature trails at Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge near the Oak Savanna Learning Center and the Refuge 
Wildlife Drive. 

Middle School Room 807 Extra Costs or Supplies: $15

Instructor: Stefanie Middendorf, 3rd Grade Teacher at Princeton Intermediate School
Mrs. Middendorf has also taught Preschool and Kindergarten. She lives in Princeton with her husband, two kids and two 

dogs. Stefanie loves being creative and creating art on many different mediums. The class goal will be to learn about 
many different artists, their famous pieces of work and techniques and to create our own masterpieces.

Instructor: Becky Pollard, 4th and 5th Grade Teacher at Princeton Intermediate School
Mrs. Pollard has been an elementary teacher at Princeton Intermediate for 23 years. She has had training for teaching in 
the outdoor classroom from Fish & Game Wildlife staff at Prairie Wetlands Learning Center in Fergus Falls and has been 
working to get students involved with outdoor learning here in Princeton. She is also a volunteer for the Friends of the 

Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge and believes that children can learn any subject in an outdoor setting. 

Instructor: Brenda Baird, Technology Specialist at Princeton Intermediate School
Mrs. Baird has been a teacher in the Princeton School District for 12 years. She began as a 5th grade teacher, and her 
love for technology brought her into the Technology Specialist position at the Intermediate School 4 years ago. She is 

passionate about bringing our students opportunities that challenge them to problem solve, think critically, and learn to 
work collaboratively.



Plague, Speakeasies, and War: The World of Historical Fiction
Grades 6-8

Are you a curious novelist exploring uncharted genres or are you a current writer of the past seeking new adventures? 
This class is a unique and exciting introduction to the genre and craft of historical fiction, for aspiring authors and curi-
ous students -- anyone with a passion for the past. Read student-written examples of the genre, dive into the process 
of historical research, and be challenged by an encounter with an elaborate writing process - similar to a college-level 
writing assignment. Join us in “Plague, Speakeasies, and War,” transcend to an inspiring era and write your own piece 
of history.

Middle School Room 809 Extra Costs or Supplies: $0

Creative Coding, Building & Game Creation
Grades 4-8

Do you enjoy coding, video games and Legos? We will combine all three in Creative Coding and Game Creation. We will 
explore hands on video game creation with Bloxels, building and coding with Lego WeDo 2.0, and build our machines 
and inventions with littleBits and Makey Makey. Our week will be highlighted with an engineering residency from The 
Works Museum: Engineering Fun and will end with a student creation showcase on Friday.

Middle School Room 806 Extra Costs or Supplies: $20

Moneyball: The Business of Baseball
Grades 4-6

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to Major League Baseball general manager, coach, or scout? In this class 
students will have the chance to draft a fantasy baseball team, keep track of their stats, and make roster decisions 
based on sabermetrics and personal feelings. 
In addition to learning about the business side of baseball we will also learn about baseball history and its impact on 
American society and culture. Each student will also pick a famous baseball player from the past and make a presenta-
tion to the class. Weather permitting, we will also be doing some baseball activities outside! 
This class will also be attending a St. Paul Saints game on Wednesday, June 13, and receive a private stadium tour! Watch for info on parent chaperones. 

Middle School Room 808 Extra Costs or Supplies: $25

Instructor: Jodi Burling, District Technology Integration Specialist
Mrs. Burling has taught in Princeton Public Schools since 2003 and has taught 4/5 looping, 5th grade and 3rd grade. For 

the last two years she has been the district technology integration specialist, a position that combines her passions for 
educational technology and teaching. Jodi works with staff and students in preschool through high school to integrate 

technology in innovative and creative ways. Also known as “The Lego Lady” she loves to share her passion for all things 
Lego by working with classrooms to incorporate communication, creativity, critical thinking and collaboration skills through 

lego lessons. She is extremely excited to delve to share her passions during Summer Academy!

Instructor: Chad Ruzek, 4th and 5th Grade Teacher at Princeton Intermediate School
Mr. Ruzek loves the game of baseball and its history. He has coached baseball here in Princeton for a wide variety of ages 

from tee ball (preschool) all the way up to VFW (10th grade). Chad has always found baseball statistics and numbers to 
be interesting and even ran his own fantasy baseball team as a youngster, long before fantasy baseball became popular! 

He loved comparing his favorite players statistics to see who was actually the best!

Instructor: Alyssa Meyerdirk, English Language Teacher for Princeton Public Schools
In the past, Mrs. Meyerdirk has taught sixth grade, been a substitute teacher, and a site leader at a summer camp. In her 

free time she enjoys reading and writing, playing volleyball, camping, and doing anything else outdoors.



Bake for Good
Grades 6-8

Kids LEARN to make bread from scratch. Math + science + reading + baking know-how = something delicious! Kids 
BAKE. They practice their new skills and use ingredients we provide to bake bread or rolls. Kids SHARE within the com-
munity, and give part of their baked goods to those in need. (They keep some to enjoy!)
Bake for Good is a King Arthur Flour Program that promotes learning how to bake breads and also promotes giving back to the com-
munity. This course will allow students to explore the joys of baking a variety of breads, try them, and donate breads to the com-
munity. Students will learn how to be safe and sanitary in the kitchen as well as learn the uses of basic kitchen tools and measuring 
techniques. Students will create a variety of bread recipes including loaves of bread, braided bread, a variety of rolls, cinnamon rolls, 
pizza, banana bread, and muffins. This class is a fun, hands-on introduction to the foods classes offered at the high school level.

Middle School FACS Room B127 Extra Costs or Supplies: $10

Explore Your Inner-Actor: One Act Play
Grades 6-8

Have you always wanted to star in a Broadway play or maybe just be one of the supporting cast or crew? Do you have 
lots of on-stage experience or maybe absolutely none at all? If you answered yes to any of these questions then we 
have the opportunity for you! You can be part of a one-act production this summer taking place in Princeton’s Ad-
vanced Academics Summary Academy. Students will memorize lines, create props, and set decorations to produce a 
fabulous show which will be performed for family and friends. Note: Students will select the content of the one-act play 
on the first day of class. 

Middle School Choir Room  Extra Costs or Supplies: $5

Instructor: Charissa Larson, High School FACS Teacher at Princeton High School
Mrs. Larson has taught at Princeton High School for 6 years as a Family & Consumer Sciences teacher (Foods classes, 

Interior Design, Fashion & Fabrics, etc.). She lives in Elk River with her husband and their two dogs, Sofie & Yoshi. 
The goal for the course is for students to learn the joys of baking (and the principles and procedures) as well as the joys 

of giving back to the community.

Instructor: Jade Joseph, High School English Teacher at Princeton High School
Mrs. Joseph has taught for the past six years at the High School. In her youth, she was a cast member of a number of 

plays and musicals. She is currently looking forward to participating in the Advanced Academics Academy and then binge 
reading as many books as possible over the course of the summer.

It’s Not Quite Brain Surgery
Grades 6-8

Have you ever wondered what controls your body? Have you ever wondered what makes you do certain things, like 
pull your hand away from something hot before you even knew you were doing it? Well here is your chance to find out!  
This class will take you on a trip around our brain. We will learn all about the different lobes of our brain and what each 
one does using the dissection of a real brain specimen!!! We will also get to see how our brain is held together and why 
the brain communicates so fast with your body to move and perform so fast! This class will give you an upper hand on 
knowing why we do what we do and what makes us do it! This course is wonderful for the “brainy” student who wants 
to get a “head”!

Middle School Room 802 Extra Costs or Supplies: $20

Instructor: Jackie Smith, Nurse at Princeton Primary School
Mrs. Smith loves science! She enjoys sharing her knowledge with ambitious kids who want to be in the know when it 

comes to their bodies and how they work. In college one of her favorite subjects was anatomy and physiology, specifically 
the brain (our central processing center) and how it communicates with the body! She cannot wait to share the brain with 

you and answer any questions you may have when it comes to the brain! 



Digital Photography + Photoshop Editing = Digital Art
Grades 6-8

The course is designed to learn fundamental photography skills. You’ll learn everything you need to know to mas-
ter the art and craft of great digital photography. You’ll become better acquainted with the basic settings of digital 
cameras and learn how each plays a role in creating great photographs. We will explore many different photographic 
styles: action, architecture, artistic, macro, nature, scenic, portrait, etc. to help you begin to develop your own unique 
style. After short walking field trips to locations around Princeton to capture interesting images, we will return to the 
classroom to learn and apply Photoshop editing skills enhancing, manipulating, and showcasing our best shots. We will 
be creating a variety of projects with the best photos we take each day, turning them into amazing masterpieces and 
other creative projects.

Middle School Room A114 Extra Costs or Supplies: $0

The Wooden Spoon
Grades 6-8

Is working hard, thinking on your feet, and earning a profit your idea of a good time? Do you have a generous spirit 
and enjoy helping others? The Wooden Spoon project needs your entrepreneurial mind-set and charitable attitude. 
In this course, you will gain knowledge of what running a small business entails, including, but not limited to, designing 
a product, securing a bank loan, choosing marketing strategies, and using basic statistics to make decisions. Everything 
we do will be in preparation for an authentic experience - helping run K-Bob’s, a local cafe. The money raised at the 
cafe will be presented in person to the staff of the Princeton Food Pantry. We will tour the nonprofit organization on the 
last day of class, learning about how they provide food, clothing, housing, childcare, and job resources to families in 
need. With the right knowledge and skills, motivated and talented individuals can truly make a difference in this world! 

Middle School Room B128 Extra Costs or Supplies: $0

Instructor: Samantha Heitke, Coordinator of Advanced Academic Services at Princeton Area Schools
Mrs. Heitke truly enjoys the challenges of working with advance kids and advocating for their academic, social, and 

emotional needs. She has a Masters Degree and graduate certificate in gifted and talented instruction. When not 
teaching, she enjoys cooking, workout videos, gardening, and working around her family’s 93-acre farm in Milaca. She is 

married and has two little boys.

Instructor: Shannon Arens, Computer Applications Teacher at Princeton Middle School
Mrs. Arens has been a Middle School teacher in Princeton for 28 years. She teaches computer applications and technology 

and has a passion for photography. She enjoys sports photography, weddings, senior photos, nature photography and 
scenery, and capturing the joy in simple daily moments.

Alternate History: The Study of What Could Have Been
Grades 7-10

Have you ever wondered what the United States would look like today if the South had won the Civil War or the 
Germans had won World War 1? This course will cover topics from American history and delve into the what if’s not 
covered in a regular U.S. History course. Topics include the Civil War, World War 1, and the Great Depression. Students 
will have the opportunity to explore primary and secondary sources to determine what might have happened if certain 
events in history had been different.

Middle School Room 810 Extra Costs or Supplies: $0

Instructor: Olivia McGathey, High School Social Studies Teacher at Princeton High School
Mrs. McGathey is a high school social studies teacher, specializing in advanced placement U.S. History and advanced 
placement Human Geography. She has been at PHS for 3 years and is currently pursuing her masters in History. She 

enjoys knitting, reading and spending time with family.
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for all students

Extension options that are appropriate for
some students based on academic strengths
and interests

Acceleration options that are designed for and 
available to a few very advanced students

WHAT IS ADVANCED ACADEMICS?
This program provides resources for students who need instruction beyond current grade level standards. 
A mismatch between a student’s readiness and the pacing, depth and/or content of the instruction provided 
creates a need for intervention. A student may require intervention in one school, grade, class, year or subject, 
but not in another, depending on his/her environment. 

IS THIS A GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM? 
The goal of Advanced Academics is not to label some children as gifted but rather identify which children have a 
need for specific educational material. Giftedness is not a permanent, easily defined trait. Discussions of meeting 
students’ instructional needs are much more beneficial than conversations about giftedness. 

IS THERE TESTING INVOLVED?
The goal of any Advanced Academics testing is to gather data specific to an instructional option. We want to use 
multiple data points to identify readiness for challenging material. No certain test or score will label students as 
gifted and talented. High test scores will lead to discussions of “how can we meet this student’s needs?”

WHAT IS OUR FOCUS? 
Consistency
District-wide programming, PreK-12

Options at all school sites

Community Involvement
Advanced Academics steering committee

Representation from staff, parent and student groups

Classroom Support
Teacher training and materials

Co-Teaching options

Special event organization
 
Coordination 
PreK-12 acceleration options

Total School Cluster Grouping

Continuous program improvements

CONTACT INFORMATION

Samantha Heitke 
District Coordinator of Advanced Academics

Samantha.Heitke@isd477.org

763-389-7185

Providing educational options to meet the needs of advanced students so
they can develop their talents and become leaders in their future academic

and professional pursuits and succeed in an ever-changing world. 


