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Reading to your child at home is the number one way we can 
equip him/her for learning and understanding his/her world. 

Spending just 15 minutes a day helps your child build vocabulary, make 
inferences/connections in understanding content and develop the joy of reading.  
You will find a list on the back of this handout with the “Top Ten Tips for Reading 
Aloud” to your child.  
 
Please spend time reading your child’s Katie Woo book together and then rereading 
it in a variety of ways. Rereading allows your child to become familiar with the 
vocabulary, deepen their understanding and practice need to know sight words: 
 
Choral read the book, you and your child reading aloud at the same time. 
Duet read your book, you read a sentence, he/she reads a sentence back and forth 
or every other word.  Then you can move to every other a page.  
 
Discuss the book and what is happening while you read.  Use “I wonder” statements 
when it’s a good time to have your child predict what might come next.   
 
There are discussion questions to use in the back of the book when you’ve finished 
reading.  You can help your child process the answers if needed. Please share your 
thinking and do “look backs” (going back in the book to find the answer) to help 
him/her find the answers.  See if you can uncover the Author’s Purpose 

 
You will also find noted vocabulary in the back of the book.  Help your child find 
those words in the book and see if he/she can find clues in the text surrounding the 
word to figure out it’s meaning.  
 
Visit the Capstone website which shares more information about Katie Woo and 
additional titles available (if interested in reading more of Katie’s stories) – There 
are also books with Katie’s best friend Pedro available! The web address is on the 
bookmark, otherwise just Google Capstone, Katie Woo.  
 
Bonus activity: Create a poster for Katie Woo’s No More Teasing book. It can be a 
favorite part, the cover, a book advertisement, something that exemplifies the Value 
of Belonging theme; or any way that your child wants to share the book with others. 
Your child may bring that poster to school for sharing and display. 
 
We hope you enjoy this reading experience with your child, and we look forward to 
other Big Read adventures in the future!  

 



Top Ten Tips for Reading Aloud: 
Match the reading style to the book – While there are some books that work well with a quieter 
flat voice, consider if the book works well with a playful style and lots of enthusiasm. � 

How to make time – It only takes 15 minutes a day to make a difference.  Prioritize in order to make 
the daily reading an important part of your routine. Sometimes this means putting o a chore, and 
sometimes it may mean not watching a television show. You can read to your child at bedtime or in 
between other activities.  

Punch vocabulary – Make the language in a story more interesting by choosing a word in each 
sentence and doing something more with it: enunciate it, whisper it, elongate it, emphasize it! It will 
help capture your child’s interest and enliven the prose. � 

Pause – Is one of three tips that help reset your child’s attention span and can be used to heighten 
drama or suspense or emotional impact. In this case, pay special attention to punctuation marks: 
every comma and period, hyphen and set of parentheses. Some sentences are written with an 
intentional pause to get the listener’s attention. � 

Slow down – Is another tip that helps to reset your child’s attention span and it also heightens drama, 
suspense, and emotion. However, it is not the same as pausing. Slowing down means adjusting the 
pace of a sentence or a paragraph. Your listener will notice immediately. � 

Whisper – Use the whisper secret when you want to make someone pay even closer attention ,which 
is the third tip that will help your child to become more focused. It also heightens drama and 
suspense and can make the characters really “pop”. �These three tips – Pause, Slow Down & 
Whisper – are the true essence of effective reading aloud. � 

Accents and voices – Borrow from everywhere to mimic different voices. Your kids don’t care how 
silly you sound, only that the voices in a dialogue are different and distinct; bringing the characters 
to life. Also, give each character some identifying trait or mannerism to make it easier to distinguish 
their voices. � 

Ask questions – Use the opportunity of reading a book together to ask questions before, during, and 
after. Doing so serves multiple purposes: to rehearse or remember characters or plot developments, 
to explore moral or ethical questions that may arise, and to make associations with other books and 
media. � 

Quiz ‘em yourself! – Not to make reading like schoolwork; instead, it helps to serve as a memory 
cue. Kids love showing off their knowledge, having a reason to pay even closer attention, owning a 
book or story thoroughly and in detail. Pretty soon, they’ll be asking you questions. � 

Permit another activity – Kids will get distracted - for a good reason: because they’ve made an 
association and are pursuing it. When pausing and whispering and slowing down aren’t enough, it’s 
OK to let ‘them color or draw or doodle - or braid their hair or wash the dishes – it will let their 
restless minds re-focus on your story. � 

	


